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FROM MY SENATE DESK 
With the legislatures standing committee work beginning to close, we have been 
more focused in recent weeks on conference committee activity between the 
Senate and the House. This is where we work out our differences between 
versions of the bills passed by both chambers. In my next newsletter I hope to 
provide you more detail on those conferences. 

Following are some recent headlines coming from my office and out of Raleigh. 

Budget Update: Ensuring Authorization of Federal Funds 

Amongst the budget stalemate confusion, this week the Senate took action, and I voted in 
favor of a temporary spending plan and passed House Bill 961 to ensure that we can continue 
to draw from federal funds to distribute to North Carolina. This plan keeps federal funds flowing 
through state agencies and are primarily used to pay for various human services, including 
health care.   

In the meantime, until a new budget is passed, the state will continue to operate on the same 
budget spending levels as last year- a $23.8 billion continuing budget. Unfortunately, teachers 
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and state employees are not going to immediately get their raises as we’d hoped, and many 
other programs will not yet receive the funding without a new budget.  

My office issued a press release on the negative implications for WNC that are a result of the 
Governor’s budget veto. It totals about $63 million - that right now could be working to serve 
the people and the environment of WNC.  

In the coming weeks, it is unlikely that the House and Senate will have many voting sessions. 
The Senate adjourned on Wednesday this week, and we’re already shutting down most of our 
standing committees. Most of our interim committees by law are not allowed to meet while 
we’re officially in session. These are committees that generally review policy to be addressed 
in the following year’s session.   

With these committees not being able to take up their normal agenda- next year’s work is 
already behind.   

I hope that, with a slower legislative pace, the Governor and legislators can stop negotiating 
through the media, and instead focus on serious, good-faith efforts to resolve the budget 
impasse. 

View my recent press release on NC48.com 

Pisgah View State Park 

It's official! – Buncombe County will get its first state park. Residents and tourists will have the 
opportunity to enjoy so much of what our incredible landscape has to offer. From taking in the 
views of Mount Pisgah to watching wildlife, to hiking ridgelines, or riding horseback, our new 
state park will provide a wide variety of unique recreational activities for all to delight in.  

On July 19th, Gov. Cooper signed my bill, 
Senate Bill 535, which authorized the NC 
Department of Natural and Cultural 
Resources to create Pisgah View State 
Park. The park will be roughly 1,600 acres, 
sitting primarily in Candler, NC, with a small 
parcel in Haywood County. It will be the 40th 
park added to the NC State Park System in 
the past 100 years and the 6th in Western 
North Carolina.  

Read my Pisgah View updates under In The 
News and Press Releases sections 
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New Special Registration Plates 
North Carolina offers several special registration plates. This session, the Senate passed, and 
I voted in favor of House Bill 449: Special Registration Plates which authorizes the Division of 
Motor Vehicles (DMV) to produce two new special registration plates entitled “Keeping The 
Lights On” and “POW/MIA Bring Them Home.” 

The “Keeping The Lights On” plate will be a full-color 
plate with a background illustrating North Carolina’s 
geography of mountains to the coast as well as a 
picture of a line worker on a utility pole. You can now 
apply for a “Keeping the Lights On” special North 
Carolina license plate that pays tribute to the hard 
work and expertise of our linemen. The cost of the 
license plate is $30, $20 of which will benefit 
the UNC Burn Center. 

The “POW/MIA Bring Them Home” plate will feature 
artwork submitted by Rolling Thunder, Inc., which is 
an advocacy group that seeks to bring full 
accountability for prisoners of war and missing in 
action service members of all U.S wars. The cost of 
the license plate is $20, with $10 of the proceeds 
going to the Rolling Thunder Chapter.  

Grading NC School Performance 
One of the topics that I have heard about most from school principals and superintendents is 
their concerns for the grading scale used to illustrate a school's performance. For years this 
rating had been calculated on a 15-point scale, and it was scheduled this year to revert back to 
a 10-point scale. It was easy for me to consider the request of these education experts to 
remain on a 15-point scale because this is an arbitrary measurement that does not reflect nor 
change the actual performance of any student. In response, the Senate passed, and I voted in 
favor of House Bill 362: 15-Point Scale for School Performance Grades, which permanently 
changes the scale for the determination of school performance grades to a 15-point scale.  

The State Board of Education (SBE) is required to score school achievement, growth, and 
performance with an associated A-F performance grade for all public schools. Currently, school 
performance scores are calculated with the school achievement score counting as 80% of the 
total score and the school growth score counting as 20% of the total score. A total score is 
converted to a 100-point scale.  

In 2014, the General Assembly changed the scale for calculating A-F school performance 
grades from a 10-point scale to a 15-point scale for the 2013-2014 school year only. That 
method was extended through the 2018-2019 school years. Now, HB362 permanently 
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implements the scale to a 15-point scale for the assignment of A-F school performance 
grades.  

The bill also requires the SBE, in conjunction with the State Superintendent of Public 
Instruction, to study two things:   

1. The weighting of the school achievement score and the growth score in the calculation of 
the overall school performance score to best reflect performance and progress for each 
school; and  

2. The reporting methods used to meaningfully differentiate schools on the North Carolina 
annual school report cards. 

The State Board would report on recommendations to the Joint Legislative Education 
Oversight Committee by February 15, 2020.   

Common Cause v Lewis 
This past week, North Carolina’s redistricting trial, Common Cause v. Lewis, concluded with 
heightened tensions, a day after the court threw out part of the testimony of one of the General 
Assembly’s key witnesses. Whatever the three-judge Superior Court panel decides about 
Common Cause v. Lewis, a challenge to the constitutionality of North Carolina’s legislative 
districts is relevant only if the plaintiffs win. That’s because we  would  get new legislative maps 
for 2020 elections —  drawn to the liking of the state Democratic Party and left-leaning groups 
who sued the Republican-led General Assembly.  

Common Cause thinks all maps drawn under the current system violate the state constitution. 
They deny fairness because the party that controls the General Assembly draws district maps 
to ensure it wins more seats than  justified by  its percentage of the statewide vote. That may 
well be, but they also clearly don’t like the electoral results.   

Defendants meanwhile criticized plaintiffs’ witnesses for overlooking various factors that can 
influence map-drawing and refuted accusations of racial bias, noting that Democrats have 
used racial data to draw earlier sets of maps. Defense attorneys also argued that since the 
U.S. Supreme Court has said partisan gerrymandering is an issue for the political branches of 
government rather than the courts, a challenge of these districts under the N.C. constitution 
isn’t valid either. Common Cause claimed First Amendment violations in front of the Supreme 
Court, but the honorable justices shot them down.   

The court may side with the General Assembly. The panel might say the legislature’s maps, 
regardless of partisan skew, were legal because of N.C. Constitution fails to say how much 
partisan sleight-of-hand is too much. Such a ruling would align the three-judge panel with the 
legal reasoning behind a U.S. Supreme Court decision on North Carolina districts. It ruled in 
June that federal courts have no business interfering in redistricting plans so long as the maps 
stick to principles and guidelines stated in the U.S. Constitution. Redistricting is a political 
concern. The political branches of government — not the courts — should settle political 
disputes.  
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The federal justices got it right. State courts can throw out election maps.  

In the current case, the Common Cause plaintiffs want state courts to devise and apply a new 
set of rules not currently spelled out in the state constitution. Ultimately,  an appeal to the state 
Supreme Court  is expected  no matter which side prevails.  

As we await a decision on this case, we will see whether or not the state courts agree with the 
US Supreme Court and practice judicial restraint, or if they cave to the partisan demands of 
Common Cause and the Democratic Party.  

Billboards 
 
The Senate has passed House Bill 645, referred as the “billboards bill,” which revises the laws 
regarding the relocation of outdoor advertising. Contrary to some reports, this legislation does 
not increase the number of signs in any city or town in North Carolina. It does not change the 
current status of electronic billboards, and it does not increase the square footage of signs.  

I introduced a floor amendment that clarifies the limits that are placed on the relocation of 
existing outdoor advertising signs. Under this amendment, when a billboard is required to be 
removed, a new billboard will be permitted to be relocated within a two-mile radius from the 
sign’s location. This can often happen during highway widening projects, for example.  

The amendment was a result of months of extensive compromise between local governments 
(Greensboro & Winston-Salem), the League of Municipalities, and the Outdoor Advertising 
industry.   

My amendment passed (44-1) on Monday, and the bill was voted in favor out of the Senate on 
Tuesday. It is now on its way over to the House for concurrence.   

NC Voter ID Ruling
Last week, the Voter ID law was brought before a panel of three bipartisan North Carolina 
judges by Democratic activists in an attempt to delay implementation voter ID. The judges 
denied the plaintiffs’ request for a preliminary injunction to delay voter ID and allowed for the 
law to be implemented for the upcoming 2020 elections. The plaintiffs have filed an appeal, 
continuing their attempt to subvert the vote of the people. 

As you may recall from the November 2018 midterm election, more than 55 percent of voters 
supported the Voter ID Constitutional Amendment. This amendment was approved and put into 
our state constitution. Subsequently, my colleagues and I passed legislation that guards 
against election fraud while also allowing a broad range of photo IDs to qualify for verification. 
We have made it simple, easy, and free for North Carolinians to obtain a photo ID. Minutes 
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after we passed that bill, this lawsuit was filed in a boldfaced attempt to find liberal judges 
willing to overrule the will of the people. 

The majority of North Carolinians agree that photo identification will help bring more legitimacy 
to our election system. The law outlines many options for those who struggle to obtain an ID 
and provides resources to be able to vote. Contrary to what several liberal activist groups are 
accusing, this law is not discriminatory. The goal is to ensure election security and provide as 
many options as possible to help people exercise their right to vote. 

For everyone planning on voting in the 2020 elections, there are multiple forms of ID that you 
can utilize to vote. The acceptable forms of photo ID are: 

• an NC driver’s license or non-operator ID, 
• a license or non-operator ID from another US state or territory, 
• a United States Passport, 
• a Tribal Enrollment Card, 
• a Military ID, 
• or an approved Employee or Student ID.  

If you are planning on using an ID from out of state, your voter registration must have occurred 
within 90 days of the election. 

For those of you who do not have access to any of these types of ID, do not worry, because 
free photo IDs will be available for those who are registered to vote. If you go to your local 
county election board office, they will help you get the proper identification you need. 

If for some reason you forget your ID or are simply unable to obtain one, you will still be able to 
cast a provisional ballot on Election Day. Once you present evidence of an ID or your inability 
to get one, your vote will be counted. 

Voting is the most important civic duty and right. Every American should have the ability to feel 
as if their voice of in their government. The voter ID law helps ensure that everyone has an 
equal voice in our government without the worry of voter fraud. 

The State Board of Elections is hosting information sessions about the new law and how it will 
affect upcoming elections so that all North Carolinians know what to expect when they show 
up to the polls next November. 

District 48 Budget Tour
Although the Legislature passed a bipartisan budget, NC still does not have a budget. I 
appreciate the opportunity recently to meet with Henderson County Public 
Schools Superintendent, Bo Caldwell, and Assistant Superintendent, John Bryant, at the 
construction site of Hendersonville High School. Once the current budget stalemate is 
resolved, Henderson County would receive $13 million towards school construction needs. 
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Senate District 48 would receive a total of $42 million towards capital projects. Teachers would 
receive pay raises, and additional funding for school supplies and textbooks could be 
disbursed.  

The ‘Medicaid expansion-or-nothing’ proposal offered by the Governor, is not helping us get to 
the business of serving our students and communities. The Legislature has made a sincere 
effort to open up the much-needed conversation around closing the coverage gap by agreeing 
to call a special session this fall for that specific purpose. 

Please urge Governor Roy Cooper to accept this offer and sign the budget, or ask Legislators 
to override the Veto that has placed us in the stalemate. 
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